


Higher Saxifield Farm 
Standenhall Drive. BB10 2EF 

Policy & Environment Team 
1" Floor 
Parker Lane Offices 
Parker Lane 
Burnley. BB11 2BY 

22'h August 2016 

For the attention of : Policy and Environment Team 

Dear Sir I Madam 

Reference: Green Field Site for potential development - Higher Saxifield BB10 (off Standen hall 
Drive) 

We write in connection with Burnley's new local plan identifying Higher Saxifield as a potential site 
for development. As owners of the listed buildings, we know the site well and wish to object 
strongly to the development of this area. 

We have written to you previously 26'h September 2014 but did not receive an acknowledgement. I 
would very much appreciate an acknowledgement on this occasion as we are forced to write to you 
again. 

The development of this area would ruin the character of the open space and overwhelm it. The 
protection of Higher Saxifield's visual, historic and archaeological qualities are important and 
shouldn't be spoiled. 

Permission to the landowner has been sought by the previous council leader Charlie Briggs and a 
local historian to excavate the site as a potential area of historical interest as it is believed that an 
Anglo Saxon battle, The bloody battle of Brunanburgh may have started here. Mrs Morland of Higher 
Saxifield Farm was approached firstly as the council believed that the land belonged to the farm. 

As well as a potential site of great archaeological interest there are many socially beneficial uses to 
the open area for the surrounding community. The proposed siting of the development is 
particularly ill-considered: it is on a Greenfield site used by many locals and tourists (with its 
proximity to the Pendle Way) for recreation and walking dogs. 

The development of this area would be harmful to the setting of the historical houses (grade 2 
listed buildings) overlooking the proposed development area, as well as potential damage to these 
during a construction phase. Lack of privacy and noise disturbance to the residents is also a 
concern. 

There is the environmental impact to be considered, a risk of damage to the wildlife, (there is a 
bat population) on this open space and to the local trees, some of which have tree protection 
orders. 

Highway safety would be compromised. Access to the area currently up Standen Hall Drive is barely 
adequate. This area cannot accommodate even small increases in traffic on the already congested 
roads as well as the environmental impact of introducing more vehicles to this area. Existing public 
transport routes may not be able to cope with an increased demand as well as local schools, 
amenities and the water and waste water network. 



Also, to note that development and planning permission of this area has been sought in the past but 
has been successfully resisted; there has been no change of circumstances. 

Yours faithfully, 

J. Morland (Higher Saxifield Farm) 

B. & K. Hopkinson (Meadowholme Farm) 

A. & K. Blackburn (Meadowholme Barn) 




