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Introduction 

GeoLancashire was formerly known as the Lancashire RIGS Group. One of its 
functions is the identification and conservation of sites of geological interest. These 
were formerly known as RIGS (Regionally Important Geological Site) or Geological 
Heritage Sites but are now referred to as Local Geodiversity Sites (LGSs). It has 
doing this for a considerable number of years and have published a list of sites 
worthy of protection. These have been advised to local planning authorities. 



Local Geodiversity Sites (LGSs) do not have the same protection in law as Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest but are treated as Local Sites as defined by DEFRA. 
These may be any site designated as having ‘local’ wildlife or geodiversity 
significance. All LGS in Lancashire however, meet the more stringent requirement of 
‘regional’ importance and have been adopted by Lancashire County and all district 
Councils as Geological Heritage Sites/ Local Geodiversiy Sites with the same level 
of protection under planning policies as Biological Heritage Sites. 

OBSERVATIONS 

Submitted plan 

We have examined the submitted Burnley Local Plan. LGSs are covered in Chapter 
5 under Section 5.5: Natural Environment. LGSs are specifically referred to in paras. 
5.5.6 – 5.5.9 (page 165) under the heading “Regional and Local Sites”. This 
explanatory text is adequate 

LGSs are covered by Policy NE 1 Biodiversity and Ecological Networks. Clause 4 
deals with developments affecting local and regional sites including LGSs. The policy 
provides the appropriate level of protection. 
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GeoLancashire and LGS: Background Note 

GeoLancashire is a voluntary body and registered charity whose objectives (in brief) 
are:- 

• promoting and encouraging geological education and the study of geology and 
related subjects. 

•  promoting interest in the geology of the county of Lancashire and generally.  
• promoting geoconservation in Lancashire. 
• identifying, surveying and recording geological and geomorphological sites in 

Lancashire. 
• selecting Local Geodiversity Sites (LGS); creating and maintaining a data base 

and register of them and promoting their protection and interest in them. 

A full statement of the organisations objectives can be viewed on the 
GeoLancashire web site ---  geolancashire.org.uk  

 

GeoLancashire was formed in 2015 by the merger of the former Lancashire RIGs 
Group (formed in 1991) and the Lancashire Group of the Geologists’ Association 
(formed in 1922). It is a registered charity.  

One of the functions of the organisation is to provide advice to local planning 
authorities regarding to impact of proposed developments on designated LGS’s. 
Prior to the 2015 merger this was the role of the Lancashire RIGS Group which was 
primarily concerned with geoconservation and in that capacity sought to identify and 



designate Regionally Important Geological (and geomororpholgical) Sites (RIGS). 
The group identified approximately 100 sites with geoconservation value of regional 
importance and notified them to local planning authorities.  

Local Geodiversity Sites (LGS) is now the nationally recognised term for this type of 
designation. LGS sites were formerly referred to as RIGS (Regionally Important 
Geological and Geomorphological Sites). Most local development plans Lancashire 
currently use the alternative term Geological Heritage Sites for the designation.  

LGS do not have the same protection in law as Sites of Special Scientific Interest but 
are treated as Local Sites as defined by DEFRA. These may be any site designated 
as having ‘local’ wildlife or geodiversity significance. All LGS in Lancashire however, 
meet the more stringent requirement of ‘regional’ importance and have been adopted 
by Lancashire County and all district Councils as Geological Heritage Sites. with the 
same level of protection under planning policies as Biological Heritage Sites. 

 




