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From: Christopher McKie 
Sent: 25 April 2017 11:53
To: Local Plan
Subject: Plan for Padiham

To Whom It May Concern, 
 
To introduce myself, my name is Chris McKie, I was born in Burnley, grew up in Nelson, qualified as a teacher, 
emigrated to Toronto, Canada in 1968 and returned to live in Padiham two years ago.  
 
There are many things that drew me back to England and to this area. However, having lived overseas for so long, 
there are also things that I see that disappoint me.  There seems to be a great lack of respect for our industrial 
heritage. So many beautiful old buildings are vacant and left to go to rack and ruin. This should not be allowed to 
happen while permission is given to developers to build on green land. Before allowing this to happen, we should be 
looking at the derelict buildings we have and making plans to bring them back  to life. 
 
Toronto is a city that, like Burnley and Padiham, lost most of its manufacturing jobs to third world countries. This 
meant that it was left with many vacant buildings. At the time these were zoned for industry only, they were not 
allowed to be used for residential purposes. But at some point the city changed the zoning laws. The consequence 
was that all the old buildings gradually were converted to residential use and are now very highly sought after. I lived 
in the former Wrigley's Chewing Gum Factory at 245 Carlaw Avenue. That building had stood empty for about 30 
years before it was converted to residential use. You can Google 245 Carlaw Avenue and see photographs of some 
of the stunning residences there. The building is full of artists, film makers, musicians, creative people of all genres. 
The same situation applies to all the other hard lofts in the city. They command a premium price, far higher than new 
buildings.  
 
If developers were required, or perhaps encouraged with incentives, to first make use of the existing industrial areas 
we have in the towns, money would return. People would be able to walk to work, as they used to. Communities 
would be revived. It just requires some imagination and thinking outside the box - an appropriate choice of words 
when all that the developers seem to want to do is build bigger and bigger, uglier and uglier, boxes in our beautiful 
countryside. 
 
I believe that Burnley spent a lot of money in trying to develop an apprenticeship college on Trafalgar. That project 
now seems to have run into serious problems. I would suggest that the council consider having it remodeled into 
superior living accommodation and I would further suggest that it should be marketed in Manchester because of the 
very proximate rail link. I am sure that there are any number of young professional people based in Manchester who 
would be very interested in buying in this area with its lower cost of living, stunning scenery and quick access to the 
big city. 
 
I also understand that some money is to be invested in trying to restore to old part of Padiham  where the main road 
winds up the hill. That is good news indeed as those buildings are architectural gems that should never have been 
allowed to fall into such disrepair. I would like to make a strong plea that Burnley Council seriously consider making 
the road one way, going up the hill. Traffic coming through Padiham from the Ribble Valley end of town easily be 
diverted round back streets by going left at Barclay's  Bank, now closed, and then right after the small parking lot and 
so continuing down past Tesco and Padiham Paints where it could turn right and come back to the main road at the 
roundabout.  Then the pavement could be widened in the historic old part of Padiham and all those vacant shops 
could be revived. Look what the one way system has done for Clitheroe. Traffic is slower and less dense, people don't 
feel threatened as they walk on the street and the town is thriving compared to what it was some years ago. The 
same sort of imaginative redevelopment has happened in Hebden Bridge. Everyone I have talked to in Padiham 
thinks that the main road should be one way in that particular small area.  
 
If you want the town to succeed, if you want the buildings to be occupied and the council taxes to be paid, you, the 
council, don't have to do very much other than listen to the local business people. I am involved in a business project 
with  who has just transformed the former, vacant, premises of Santander Bank into a stunning art 
gallery and studio. I will be starting a business there teaching analog photography and renting out film cameras of 
various formats.  You, the council, just have to listen to the locals and help them. If the town is cleaned up and made 
to look attractive - and how hard can it be to paint these old buildings, clean up the shutters, improve the signage, 
clean up the litter - then  people will look at Padiham in a different light. 
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To end, when I came back to England, I looked all over this area for the place I wanted to live. I chose Padiham 
because I could see that it had great potential. It is a beautiful little town, one of the nicest areas in Burnley. It just 
needs some tlc and support from the council to transform it. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Christopher McKie 
56 Church Street,  
Padiham BB12 8JQ 




