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 Simonstone  Parish Council considered the draft proposals contained in the consultation document Burnley 
Local Plan.  The members were concerned about the effect that the  development of land at Shuttleworth 
Mead South (AKA Eaves Barn Farm) on the southern side of the river Calder as it leaves Padiham. This site 
has been put forward for industrial/warehousing development in the Proposed Submission Local Plan for 
Burnley. 

The primary reason for opposing/objecting  to the site is the impact of the development  on the green belt.  

The Parish Council has and will continue to support the retention of the existing green belt. This has been 
central to the strategic planning of East Lancashire for the past forty years and has prevented the 
coalescence of the Padiham/Hapton area with the townships and villages in the adjoining Boroughs of 
Hyndburn and Ribble Valley, including Simonstone. 

The site is located in one of the narrowest parts of the green belt and at present forms a conduit for natural 
flora an fauna. It is unlikely that the remaining green belt in this area could perform  its function if the 
proposed  development was to be allowed on the Shuttleworth Mead South (AKA Eaves Barn Farm) site. 

Government planning guidance states that development on green belt land should only be considered if it 
can be categorically proved that there is no alternative. The Burnley Local Plan clearly shows that there are 
other options. The site is not needed and not wanted. 



2

The effect these proposals would have on business areas in Simonstone adjacent the River Calder and the 
adjoining business premises some of which are of world renown. The Parish Council is concerned that any 
increase in the speed of water runoff would have especially when considering the increase in rainfall and the 
severity, that has occurred in recent years could contribute to the loss of highly technical work and the areas 
ability to compete on the world stage .   

Recently we have seen severe flooding downstream from the Burnley boundary affecting local areas 
Whalley and beyond with economic loss to the county.  Consideration should be made of the effect on 
weather patterns due to changed in weather patterns and Rainfall intensity.  During the Christmas period in 
2015  when there was extreme rainfall in the Lake district when flooding when the river level rose by over 
2.35 metres above it’s previous record. In the same period a River in the north of Lancashire rose 1.5 metres 
above its record causing severe  flooding in Lancashire.  It was stated at a recent meeting with the County 
Emergency Service that the has been no adjustment to the 100 year extreme flood risk assessment to take 
account of the rapid changes that have taken place these changed. Hence in support of our objection these 
facts should be taken into consideration as to ignore these facts would lead to development becoming an 
extremely risky and expensive omission affecting of the present and future generations with the possible 
destruction of future investments and economic development.        

Over-provision of green field sites encourages more warehouse and similar uses that only provide low 
skilled jobs at the expense of both highly skilled technical jobs which we need  to encourage. All that this 
does is perpetuate a low wage, low value economy. This is clearly contrary to the Plans stated vision and 
aims. At the cost of losing more of the ever diminishing East Lancashire's landscape and green belt. 

The above are the primary strategic reasons. However, there are a number of other concerns. Traffic 
generation and access will be problematic. Wildlife and flora, especially along the River Calder, will be 
decimated.  The award winning Padiham Greenway and its extension through Simonstone and its ultimately 
completion will form an important part of the National Cycle way will be threatened. The site is located on 
some of the best agricultural land in Burnley which should be protected from development. There are many 
other reasons for opposing this site and the other options that reduce the green belt at Burnley Bridge and 
Junction 65.  

Therefore, Simonstone Parish Council would like to submit more detailed representations as, may be, 
required by the Planning Inspector examining the Local Plan. 

Your faithfully 

Roger Hirst  

Clerk to Simonstone Parish Council  
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