Burnley Council…creating better communities

Your thoughts on…
Selective Licensing in the Leyland Road Area
Consultation period 9th August –24th October 2021

The Council are seeking your thoughts on proposals to
continue selective licensing in parts of Leyland Road after
the current designation ends in November 2021. It means that
every house included in the new proposed designation area
that is rented in that area must have a licence to operate.

We are consulting with you as you are either:
• A resident/business owner/landlord/managing agent or
an organisation that provides services in the surrounding
area near to the proposed selective licensing designation
area or

Selective licensing focuses on improving the management
of private rented properties and in doing so, helps improve
the area.

• A resident/business owner/landlord/managing agent or
an organisation that provides services within the proposed
selective licensing area

Selective licensing key facts
• Selective licensing aims to improve the area where you
live/own property. It helps landlords improve how they
manage properties.

• It is a criminal offence for a landlord to rent a property
without a licence in a licensing area.
• We’ve seen reductions in empty homes, ASB and dirty back
yards in the current licensing areas, and increased house
prices.

• If you are a landlord, you will need to apply for a licence
unless your property is exempt.
• Selective licensing runs for a maximum of 5 years.

• Rents have not gone up in the selective licensing area due
to the cost of a licence.

• There is a fee for a licence which lasts up to 5 years.

• Good landlords will be able to access advice, support and
training to help them manage their properties.

• The council does not make a profit from selective licensing.
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The selective licensing area is improving but
when compared to other areas in the Borough
the new proposed selective licensing area still
shows signs of low housing demand that could
be improved further. Evidence also suggests
that a small area to the north of the current
designation would benefit from selective
licensing, and has therefore been included in the
proposed boundary.

Leylan
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The housing market in the proposed selective
licensing area started to show problems such
as increasing empty homes, lower house prices,
poor property conditions and higher social
deprivation in the 1990’s. Since November 2016
selective licensing has been helping to address
these problems.
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Burnley Council and its partners want to make
Burnley better by improving the housing market,
attracting people to come to live in Burnley and
providing job opportunities. Selective licensing
can help with this.
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TAKE THE SURVEY ONLINE:
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/leylandroad
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Key statistics
•

The proposed selective licensing area has 772 properties,
of which 61% are privately rented.

•

At the start of the current scheme, 13% of homes in the
area were empty. By March 2021 this had reduced to 9%.
8% of homes in the proposed area are empty, which is
higher than the borough rate (4.6%).

•

The average house price in the current scheme has
increased from £34,899 in 2017/18 to £47,909 in 2020/21.

What is it going to cost Landlords ?
The proposed scheme recorded a higher average house
price of £51,008 in 2020/21, due in part to the inclusion
of some newer build homes. This is still notably lower
than the borough average for 2019/20 of £114,189
•

Have you previously been
issued a licence under
Selective Licensing
by Burnley Council?

165 dirty back yards were recorded in the current
scheme in 2017/18; this reduced to just 46 in 2020/21, or
6.8% of houses. The proposed area recorded 49 cases in
2020/21, representing 6.3% of houses in the area. This is
higher than the borough average of 2.2%.

YES
Are you accredited under the Council’s
Good Landlord and Agent Scheme?

Selective licensing outcomes
The ideal outcomes of the selective licensing areas are to:
•

Reduce anti-social behaviour

•

Reduce dirty back yards and fly-tipping

•

Bring empty homes back into use by working
in partnership with the empty homes team and
property owners

•

Improve the management of private rented houses
through training, advice and support to landlords.
Where necessary the council will enforce the
licence conditions

•

NO

YES

NO

£448

£640

£448

£640

Are you accredited under the Council’s
Good Landlord and Agent Scheme?
YES

NO

FIRST PROPERTY

£500.50

£715

ADDITIONAL PROPERTIES
(fee per property)

£448

£640

If the application is received within 3 months of starting the selective licensing scheme deduct £100 from your total cost.

Improve the condition of private rented houses
through training, advice and inspections

Is there an alternative
to selective licensing?

Questions

The council looked at several other options to selective
licensing. It was considered that none of the other options
would work as well in making all landlords engage with
the council to ensure they meet the minimum required
standards. These other options will however be used
alongside selective licensing such as the Good Landlord and
Agent Scheme and property inspections (see the approval
document for more details).

About you (please tick all that apply):

The following documents are available for you to view:

Support and Benefits
Landlord

Tenant/Resident

I am a landlord in this area
I am a managing agent in this area
I have a local business in this area
I am privately renting in this area
I am a housing association tenant in this area

•

Council’s Selective Licensing Proposed Approval
Document

I am a home owner in this area

•

Street lists

Other

•

Proposed licence conditions

•

Proposed fit & proper person criteria and management
standards

•

Proposed fee structure

•

Frequently asked questions

Support and training to help you manage your properties

A well managed house with lawful tenant rights

Support when referencing prospective tenants

Improved living conditions

Support and advice if tenants breach their tenancy
agreement e.g. anti-social behaviour

Poor landlords will have to improve their management
practices to be granted a licence, reducing the impact that
badly managed properties can have on residents

Up to date information on new legislation, initiatives and
policies affecting the private rented sector

The ability to check landlords are licensed to ensure they
are meeting the required standard

The opportunity to become an accredited landlord and
access interest free empty homes loans

A dedicated officer working in your area to reduce the
negative impact that poorly managed rented properties
can have on your neighbourhood

Poor landlords will have to improve their management
practices to be granted a licence, creating a level playing
field, so decent landlords will not be undercut by
unscrupulous practices

A main point of contact to report problems associated with
private rented properties

The selective licensing team will be at Burnley Cricket Club,
Belvedere Road, Burnley BB10 4BN on 8th September from
2pm to 6.30pm and Burnley Council for Voluntary Services,
Room 35, 62-64 Yorkshire Street, Burnley BB11 3BT 20th
October 2021 from 2pm to 6pm, to meet residents, landlords,
agents and anyone else with an interest in the scheme.

Improved private rented properties will make people want
to stay in an area and will attract new people to live there

To find out more you can email landlords@burnley.gov.uk or
telephone 01282 425011 ext 3384 or 3143. We will also be
sending out further information to landlords and managing
agents operating in the area during the consultation.

Improving management practices will improve the
reputation of private landlords, shortening void periods
and reducing tenancy turnover

We want to ensure that we hear everybody’s views:

YOUR VIEWS

You can find these at:
www.burnley.gov.uk/selective-licensing

Want to know more?

Do you agree with the council’s proposals to introduce
selective licensing in the Leyland Road Area?
YES

NO

To have your say please use
the form on this leaflet
Alternatively:
•

Complete the form online at www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/leylandroad

•

Send your comments by email to
landlords@burnley.gov.uk
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