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Introduction

This Management Plan was first produced and adopted in 2000, in preparation for an application to

the Green Flag Park Award. It has been updated annually to reflect progress implementing the action
plan, to incorporate ideas and suggestions from
take account of feedback that is received from the Green fidges after each annual inspection.

The management plan for Queends Park has a numbe

e Guide the future management and development of the park

e Ensure that resources spent on maintenance of the park are used efficiently

e To promote interest and coomunity involvement

e Ensure the park meets the recreational needs of users

e To preserve the built and natural heritage of the park

e To assist the Council to secure external funds for the improvement of the park
e To help ensure that the Park meets and maintdmeen Flag award standards

The plan has been prepared with reference to; C/
Space Management Pl adTshbe @rReae s i flgag hGu iSd aamadea r Ma n
0 lyear Management and Maintenan@nRbuidance.

This plan was originally written by the Parks Officers (Nick Williams and Andy Buck) responsible for
thedaytoo-d ay management of Queends Park in consultat
Queends Parks, par kshe€duacl. f and ot her officers of
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Description of Queendos Park

Queends Park is situated approximately 0. 6km Nor
triangular site bounded by Ormerod Road, Queen \
original lodge house, (now rerdeout for business use), however has been separated from the Park

by the extension of Belvedere Road in the early»2@ntury, the lodge house gardens are still

maintained by the Park staff.

The main entrance to the Park is opposite the lodge on Queearovie Road, two other main public
entrances are on the corners of Ormerod Road anc
and Queen Victoria Road, all have imposing Victorian ornamental gates. There are two further

entrances on Queen VictoriaRoad;ace s t o t he council &s main Park c
recently opened to provide cycle access through the Park (eventually another gateway will be

opened adjacent the entrance to the new school to be built on Ormerod Road), this will be part of a

new cycle path and a safe route to school for pupils.

Facilities within the Park include:
e Two bowling greens with pavilion: Queends Park bowling club is

Burnley with over 100 members, the green are extensively used during the season for
competition, casual play and for coaching and fun sessions.

Bowling at Queends Park

e 18 hole putting green: Adjacent the bowling greens, tickets and clubs are issued by the
bowls club who keep all income.

e Four tennis courts: The original clay courts werupgraded in 2004 as part of the
Teenzone skate park project. The courts are now high quality tarmac and available for use
all year. Casual play and coaching sessions are free of charge and the very popular Burnley
Evening Tennis League have exclusiveotiiee courts for competitive games. Floodlighting
was installed in 2005 to allow evening play.
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Tennis Courts and Skate Park

e SkatePark: Thi s opened in 2004 with funding secur e
0Teenzoneso6 pr oj ect .sewith fulltcdnsultagog with gkaersnBmx,wa s ¢
etc and it is extremely popular. As with the tennis court it is floodlit and overlooked by a
CCTV camera.

Skate Park

e Multi Use Games Area: Consists of a ball court marked out for basketball, football,
cricket, etc, and is part of the of the skate park / tennis project.

e Playground: Cl ose to the skate park i sldérackehi | dr en 0
The playground was upgraded in 2000 and equipment includes climbing net and frame,
swings, slides, et, the playground is also designed to be accessible and suitable for disabled
children. All the equipment and surfacing (bark and sand) complies with BSEN1176 and
1177.
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Queends Park Playground

e Cycle Track: Situated adjacent the playground, this wasmed in spring 2008 thanks to
funding secured by the Friends group. It is laid out as a miniature version of a public highway
and is designed to develop road sense amongst children.

¢ Bandstand: The original bandstand was located on the high ground imredgi the rear
of the present bandstand, overlooking the playing fields. After falling in to disrepair this was
demolished in 1963. A round timber shelter on the present site was converted in 1964 to
replace the original. Unfortunately this burnt down2@05 and was replaced by the present
bandstand. Several concerts and theatre events are held annually.

The new Bandstand

¢ Blind pavilion: Opened in 1953 for use by the visually impaired, a sensory garden was
originally plantd behind the building. It is now used as changing rooms for sports and as a
meeting place and base for the Friends during events. In 2005 the Friends secured funding to
replant the sensory garden.

e Toilets: The toilets are situated near the bandstand atiddpavilion and are in need of
substantial improvement. Work is due to start in spring 2009 to bring the toilets up to DDA
standard.

e Two Football pitches: The two pitches are adjacent Queen
several teams; during the week Blay College, and at weekends Burnley Ladies and Ighten
Leigh. Changing facilities are provided in the Blind Pavilion.

e ArboretumWalk: A | arge number of specimen trees hay
as part of the Forest of Burnley project, as they havatured a trail has been mowed out

-6 -
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guiding people around the Park through the planting. Trees for Burnley and the Friends have
provided sculptures, plaques, etc to enhance the walk.

Tree sculpture in the Arboretum

The rest of the Park is laid outitih ornamental planting including bedding schemes at the entrance
and around the memorial fountain, shrub beds, trees, etc. Picnic tables are available near the
playground and cycle track.

Memorial Fountain

Queens Park is thease for the Operations Section of Burnley Borough Council Green Spaces and
Amenities Unit. The Depot is | ocatedhoase the nort
gardener is based here along with all relevant machinery.

Exactly how long this siteas been used for a depot is not known, however one building now used
as a store was originally built as a stable and other buildings appear to have been built at the same
time. This would suggest that the depot dates back to the Parks opening. As Querris the

towns oldest park and at the time other parks in The borough may well have been in the planning
stages it would have made sense to have the Park as the base for the new Parks Department.

As well as the previously mentioned buildings the sitetams garages that act as machine stores,
tractor garages, and base for the Tree Team.

-7-
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The depot also contains glasshouses and a nursery area, which are used to make up hanging baskets
and other floral displays for the town; bedding is stored here betoeing allocated to other parks.

Other buildings in The Depot area contain office space, toilet / washroom facilities and a dinning
room for staff. There is also a small potting shed and a staff car park.

Adjacent the compound is an area known to s&dfThe Ginny, so called as it is adjacent to the
remains of an underground railway or 0ginnyo tre
across the road (now Bank Hall Park). It is used as a store for bulk materials such as bark mulch and

sand etc. Apresent the surface is loose stone although plans are in place to resurface the area and
possibly convert it to a recycling centre.

To encourage a diverse range of wildlife several areas are left uynmown as meadow, mainly through
the arboretum walk, bulb and wildflowers have been planted here.
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The Vision for Queends Park

The Friends of Thompson and Queends Parks and ¢t}
vision for Queends Par k:

O0Queends Park wildl be a dmeetsthe needssofitlte canmsnityaThen a b | e

park, through its continued improvement, will help contribute to the development of Burnley as an attractive
and prosperous town. 6

Figure 1. Il lTustrative Plan of Queends Park
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The History of Queends Park

In 1888Sir John Hardy Thursby donated 11.2 hectares of land to Burnley Corporation for the

creation of Burnleyod6s first public park to comme
the year before, hence the name wf3adaeent@mindPar k. Tl
owned by Sir John Thursby at Bank hall and was ¢
foliagebo.

A design for the proposed park was drawn up by Robert Murray and work commenced in 1891.
During the two years of construction2500 trees and shrubs were planted at a cost of £12,000 and
on the st July 1893 the Park was officially opened by Sir John Thursby with a procession, massed
bands and a luncheon.

Original features included outdoor gymnasia, a bowling green (a secoratidad some years
later), bandstand, tennis courts, and putting green. The remainder of the Park was laid out with
ornamental features such as the monument and floral displays.

Over the years the Park has continued to develop with the introduction ofBliad Pavilion, the
second bowling green, football pitches, a skate

The Park has always been a popular venue for outdoor events (see Chapter 6, Events), even after
the demolition of the original bandstand.

Most origind features still survive, including the imposing gates, although these are now separated
from the Park by the Queen Victoria Road extension. The only features no longer in existence are
the gymnasia (now 0The Gi nny 0 theearigimatbandstagde ar ea f «

Main Entrance and Lodge HousedQu eends Par k

The Park is Grade fisted by English Heritage.

-10 -



